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MY PEACE I GIVE TO YOU 
John 14:27 


JANUARY — MARCH 1982 
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Important 
Words... 


When reading in the Bible, or indeed in 
any literature, it is easily possible to 
miss, or overlook the importance of, 
certain words. No doubt one notices that 
this has happened when reading specific 
sentences or paragraphs a second or 
third time, An example is in a series of 
texts for the Epiphany season, in the last 
verses of John 1. There we meet Jesus, 
Philip and Nathanael, and the words 
which might easily be read without 
catching the real significance of them 
appear in verse 45 “Philip found 
Nathanael.” 


At first glance, a very simple thought. 
But if we pause and let these words bring 
the full torce of their message, that 
message Is significant for every Christian. 
“Philip found Nathanael *’ Why? Perhaps 
the best explanation is that at this point 
Philip was like a youngster who has just 
heard some very good news, and as we 
sometimes say, he has to tell someone or 
he will burst! What he has heard is just 
too good to keep to himself; it has to be 
shared! 


Philip didn’t find Nathanael so he could 
spend the day in his company. No, Philip 
wanted to tell Nathanael that he and the 
others had found the One of whom 
Moses and the prophets had written, 
Jesus of Nazareth. To appreciate the joy 
this brought to Philip, we have to try to 
see him in his environment, among 
people who were looking for the coming 
of a Deliverer who had been promised 
centuries ago. They had read about 
Him. They had talked about His coming 
and what He would do. They had prayed 
for God’s promise to be fulfilled. And 
now, convinced that they had found 
him, Philip simply had to tell his friend 
Nathanael. 


If you respond to the above by suggest- 
ing that here we have just one example 
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of how a follower of Jesus behaved, 
even though in a good and laudable 
manner, one has to agree. What really 
makes the statement “Philip found 
Nathanael” so important is the comment 
of the evangelist John in verse 43 
“Jesus.. found Philip.”’ Because Jesus 
found Philip, Philip acted as he did, and 
with this understanding the example 
challenges us. 


No more than Philip set out to find Jesus 
did any one of us. On the contrary, Jesus 
found us — through the teaching and 
example of our parents or other rela- 
tives, by the words of our Sunday School 
teacher or pastor, a teacher in school, or 
even through the witness of an acquaint- 
ance or neighbour, He first ‘*found” us. 
Once you let that fact sink into your 
mind, look again at “Philip found 
Nathanael,” and as you think carefully 
of these important words, change them 
by putting your own name in place of 
Philip, and find another name in place of 
Nathanael. And if you cannot find 
another name which will make the state- 
ment true, then consider how you can, 
under the Holy Spirit’s guidance, make 
it come true. 


A Cure for 
Worry 


Psalm 127:2: “Jt is vain for you to rise up 
early, to sit up late, to eat the bread of sorrows; 
for so He giveth His beloved sleep.” 


odern life is lived at a frenzied pace. 

In the business world the pressure is to 
“get ahead,” to outsmart the competitor, to 
gain increased income and profits. In dom- 
estic life, tension and discord arise as families 
lose their spiritual moorings, as children dety 
parental authority, and as social pressures 
from without destroy the unity of the home. 
Small wonder that countless people in our day 
seek relief from tranquilizing drugs, or turn to 
drink to escape the harsh realities of life. 


The psalmist knows of a better solution to 
the problems of life; he recommends a surer 
and more lasting cure for worry. That solution 
lies in communion with God; in finding solace 
in His Word of love and peace; in approaching 
Him through the medium of prayer. 

Since we have this divine and unfailing 
relief from tension and worry, the psalmist 
argues: “It is vain for you to rise up early, to 
sit up late, to eat the bread of sorrows.” It is 
needless and futile to worry oneself to the 
brink of a nervous breakdown; to pace the 
floor in agonized concern over a business 
problem; or to spend sleepless nights over a 
family difficulty. To “eat the bread of sorrows” 
in any of these ways may be quite the human 
reaction to worry and trouble, indeed. But 


the psalmist calls it “‘vain’’. It is vain because it 
actually betokens a lack of trust in the good- 
ness and providence of God. 

Worry has never solved a single problem. 
But prayer has solved problems without num- 
ber. Happy the man who, when the storm 
clouds gather and the waves break high, seeks 
help from God alone and finds comfort and 
peace in Him. 

“So He giveth His beloved sleep,” the 
psalmist concludes. The Christian can sleep 
amid the clamor and din of life. He can rest 
secure, for God is on watch. 


THOMAS COATES 


OCTOBER 22, 1957 
from Lutheran Witness 


Christian Virtues... .. .peace 


The Rev. Alan J. Smith offers some 
thoughts from St. Paul’s message in 
Galatians 5:22, ‘the fruit of the Spirit 
is... peace.” 


Possibly the most common mistake 
made by mankind today is to believe 
that the achievement of a true and 
lasting peace is within the capabili- 
ties of man himself; that continued 
political discussion and negotiation 
must surely result in the establish- 
ment of peace between the nations of 
the world, that a solid foundation of 
good employer and employee re- 
lations must, in the end, bring about 
industrial peace, that giving in ina 
domestic quarrel is the best way of 
finding peace in family life. 


Alternative 

Politicians generally feel that in order 
to stand a chance of keeping the 
peace through discussion they must 
prepare for war. Only by being at 
least as strong as another country, 
and being seen to be strong, can any 
successful negotiations be held. The 
delicate peace in industry is often 
only maintained after threats of strike 
action or factory closure, each side 
going to the brink before declaring 
peace. Family peace can actually be 


made less likely as soon as one 
partner realises that the other will 
eventually give in in any disagree- 
ment, for the sake of peace, making 
for longer and more bitter argu- 
ments. Peace in the sense of an 
absence of any form of strife between 
nations, groups or individuals is only 
maintained by the ever present threat 
to destroy that peace. Both parties in 
effect are saying, ‘Yes, | want peace, 
but it will be peace on my terms, or as 
near to my terms as | can get away 
with.” Man’‘s sinful nature means 
that this type of peace can never be 
achieved. We can only enjoy at best 
an uneasy, often broken peace. 


God's terms 

But we misunderstand if we think 
that the peace that the Spirit offers is 
a worldly, industrial or family peace. 
Indeed, belief in Jesus Christ is likely 
to bring more strife and dissension 
into our worldly lives than there was 
before we believed. No, the peace 
that the Spirit offers is not an absence 
of strife, a negative type of peace, it is 
a positive blessing to be grasped 
eagerly by all believers. It is not 
“peace on my terms”, it is ‘‘peace on 
God's terms.” 
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Source of peace 

The positive nature of this particular 
gift of the Spirit is demonstrated by 
the words used in the Bible which are 
generally translated ‘‘peace”’. The 
New Testament Greek word eirene, 
as used in classical Greek, is eSsen- 
tially a negative word meaning the 
absence or the end of war or strife. 
But the sense in which it is used inthe 
Scriptures is shown by its almost 
exclusive use in the Septuagint (an 
ancient Greek version of the Hebrew 
Old Testment) to take the place of the 
Hebrew word Shalom. Shalom is a 
wide ranging word and expresses 
the ideal state of life. Its basic 
meaning is wholeness or harmony. 
This wholeness is shown in every 
kind of good for mankind; bodily 
health Psa/m 38:3, strength and 
security Judges 6:23, a long, happy 
life ending in a natural death Genesis 
15:5, prosperity and abundance 
Psalm 37:11, successful outcome of 
an enterprise 7 Samue/ 1:17, and 
victory in, not just the ending of, war. 
Peace in the normal and proper 
condition of men in relationship to 
one another and in all its forms has 
its source inthe God of Peace, Jahweh. 


Gift 

This God of Peace sent His Son, His 
Suffering Servant, not to bring politi- 
cal, industrial or family peace but to 
bring His special kind of peace, which 
was to be to all nations, not just 
Israel. It is the peace of an unbroken 
relationship with God the Father 
even in the midst of worldly adversity. 
This peace is the supreme gift of 
Jesus Christ to His disciples and is 
dependent on His final victory over 
the chief enemies of peace, sin, death 
and the devil. After His resurrection 
the Lord Jesus Christ showed His 
disciples the wounds He received in 
winning this victory, this peace. He 
passed this victory, this peace, on to 
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His disciples and sent them out to 
continue His great mission of bringing 
this victory, this peace, to all mankind. 


Gospel 

The life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ can be called God's 
Gospel of Peace. God Himself can be 
called the God of Peace because 
through the resurrection of Christ He 
establishes Christ’s death as the 
sacrifice which restores peace, har- 
mony, wholeness between man and 
God. This peace is the removal of 
estrangement between man and God 
and is the establishment of a new 
relationship with God won by the 
obedience, righteousness and death 
of Jesus Christ. Peace is thus almost 
synonymous with eternal life as it is 
the future and present possession of 
Christians, it affects their decisions 
and life, is enjoyed in company with 
fellow Christians, and guards and 
protects them until He comes. 


Faith 

The peace that is the gift of the Spirit 
has been created by Christ's death 
and the sign of that peace is the cross. 
The Spirit grants us that peace by 
making Jesus and His cross present 
to each of us. Any clinging to this 
present world and the rejection of 
Jesus and His cross keeps men from 
entering God’s new world of peace 
and consolation. But those who 
reject this world and seek instead the 
Kingdom of God through their faith 
in Jesus Christ will be given access to 
a better world, which they enter now 
even though the old world continues 
for a time. 


The gift of the Spirit is... PEACE. Not 
peace as the world sees it or can give 
it, but the Peace of God, which 
passes all understanding, and keeps 
our hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus our Lord until He comes. 
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_ St. Columba, East Kilbride 

| Children’s Nativity Service enlivened 
| by angel wanting to ride donkey in 
manger scene .. Preceptor Feuerhahn 
conducts Christmas Communion 
Service Dec. 20th ... Laymen conduct 
Christmas Eve and Day Services... 
| During vacancy Pastor Leed from 
- Sunderland visits to serve each 
month. 


Luther-Tyndale/St. Pauls 

Kentish Town & Borehamwood 

- Joint effort exemplified by mutual 
support of Christmas Services and 
large Bible study groups pursuing 
the theme of witness through a study 
of Colossians following the work- 
shop led by Dr. Kolb at Luther- 
Tyndale... At St. Pauls widespread 
energies devoted to “The Rainbow 
Sto4’’ — a musically original but 
Bibl.cally faithful presentation of the 
Noah story by Sunday School chil- 
dren... Luther-Tyndale members 
rejoice at four confirmations — the 
first for some years, but says farewell 
to a number of friends returning 
to the U.S.A. 


St. Peters, Plymouth 

Although Pastor Borgas is away on 
furlough to Australia, all activities in 
the congregation are to gO On as 
usual, including monthly Services at 
the homes of Mrs. Launer at Torbay 
and Mr. Pedlar and families in 
Cornwall. 


Holy Cross, Sheffield 
Sunday 20 December was “Blizzard 
Day” in Sheffield. The isolated nature 


FROM THE TAMAR 
TO THE CLYDE 


of our building made it difficult for 
people to get to Church (Pastor took 
over 20 minutes for a normal 5-minute 
walk). But... all ten Sunday School 
children arrived on time for their 
Christmas Presentation... nine 
members of Sunday School families 
came to support the children... all 
ten children returned inthe afternoon 
for a Christmas Party and brought 
with them five friends who do not 
attend Sunday School. The whole 
day had a very happy and joyful 
atmosphere as we prepared together 
for the birth of our Saviour. If this is 
what blizzards can do then let us have 
more of them. 


Our Saviour, Fareham 

First playgroup nativity play and 
Service at our Saviour attended by 70 
parents and grandparents... Clari- 
nets, guitars, flute, cornets and 
recorders add to Sunday School 
Nativity Service, as well as the solo 
“When a Child is Born’. Congre- 
gation welcomes three new members 
by confirmation, together with an 
American family. 


St. Timothys, Sunderland 

Emphasis on Deed of Covenant, 
discussion about more frequent 
Communion celebration and about 
private confession have been some 
of the items in the life of the congre- 
gation in 1981... Ambassadors con- 
tinue monthly visits to parents of 
children who attended Holiday Bible 
School... H.B.S. averaged 50 per 
day over 5 days from 76 registrations. 
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St. David, Cardiff 

Though some local Churches cancel- 
led Services, 14 regular worshippers 
at St. David were undaunted by the 
heaviest snow on record... Mem- 
bers and pastor help snowbound 
elderly when supplies of milk and 
bread were cut off... Ladies of con- 
gregation present gift of home-baked 
cookies to residents of home for 
elderly men at Carol Services held at 
the home... Congregation welcomes 
Canadian Lutheran. 


Immanuel, Liverpool 

Laymen conduct some_ Services 
during pastor's furloughin autumn... 
Two building firms express interest 
in purchase of land for housing... 
Paul Rakow, employed at Liverpool 
University, is ‘‘parsonage minder” 
during October, and takes active part 
in congregation’s activities. 


Allhallows/St. Andrews 
Sunbury-on-Thames & Ruislip 

For the most part the twinning of the 
two congregations is_ running 
smoothly... the Elders have met 
jointly to plan the worship pro- 
gramme from last autumn to next 
Easter. The pastor alternates being 
with the two Sunday Schools every 
other week. Morning Service is cele- 
brated at,St. Andrews with Holy 


Communion on the first and third 
Sundays. Evening Service is held at 
Allhallows with Holy Communion 
the last Sunday of each month... the 
two treasurers have also met to work 
out joint finances of sharing a pas- 
tor... Wednesday of each week is 
normally ‘‘Allhallows day’ and 
Thursday ‘‘St. Andrews day” for as 
many congregational meetings as 
possible: e.g. Bible Class, Voters’ 
Meeting, midweek Services, etc... 
Festival Sundays present potential 
problems as both Churches ideally 
would like to have Family Services in 
the morning. At Harvest we had 
Family Service at 11a.m. at St. 
Andrews, and at 3 p.m. at Allhallows: 
at Christmas the Services were also 
rearranged by mutual agreement... 
The autumn mission programme 
was a month of Friday Family Even- 
ings at St. Andrews, Saturday at 
Allhallows... Ladies Guilds meet 
together from time to time, but 
maintain separate identities... a 
joint youth Confirmation Class with 4 
from each Church, has been meeting 
Saturday afternoons... a follow-up 
series of 4 “witness workshop 
evenings” — sharing the programme 
format but meeting separately 
Wednesday and Thursday evenings 
at respective Churches, was held 
recently. 


NOTICES 


Luther League Rally/Convention at 
Westfield House, Cambridge, 27-28 
March. 


Lutheran Women’s League Rally/ 
Convention at St. Timothys, Sunder- 
land, 8-9 May. 


ELCE Budget Conference at All- 
hallows, Sunbury-on-Thames, 5 June. 
Elders’ Conference at Westfield 
House, Cambridge, 10-11 July. 
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Pastors’ Study Week at Westfield 
House, Cambridge, 26-30 July. 


Holiday Bible Camp at Hothorpe Hall 
8-14 August. Age range 9-18 years to 
allow for Junior and Senior groups. 


ELCE Annual Synod at Redeemer, 
Harlow, 17-18 September. 


‘EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
‘Reporter: The Rev. R. Feuerhahn 


DR. PEARCE LOOKS TO 65 

Dr. E. Geo. Pearce announced his 
intention at the December meeting to go 
on pension following his sixty-fifth birth- 
day in February 1982. While continuing 
4 as Chairman of the Church, he will be on 
» modified service from March Ist; from 
that date he will no longer be on salary 
from the ELCE. In addition to being 
eligible for pension because of age, 
Dr. Pearce informed the Council that 
health was also a consideration. He was 
also mindful of the financial relief this 
would afford the Church. 


Modified though his service will be, the 
‘Chairman will continue to serve the 
Church in all those roles which have 
been assigned him. He will give special 
attention to helping the Council and the 
Church in the examination of its future 
leadership structure. 


MR. RACKHAM FOR 

(CENTRAL OFFICE 

The Council approved the appointment 
of Mr. Geoff Rackham as part-time 
bookkeeper of the Church’s Central 
Office. Mr. Rackham, 58, of St. Pauls, 
Borehamwood, began work in mid- 
December. He took over duties tempor- 
arily covered by Mrs. Berte Bruer. 


OFFICE MANAGER 

It was announced that the offer of the 
position of Office Manager to an ELCE 
layman approved at the previous meeting 
had not been accepted. The matter will 
again occupy the Council at future 
meetings. 


ASSISTANCE FOR POLISH 
LUTHERANS IN BIRMINGHAM 
Approved at the meeting was a loan 
from the Church Extension Fund to the 


ews from our Churches 


Polish Lutheran congregation in 
Birmingham toward the purchase of a 
Church House/Parsonage. The details 
of the request were heard at a meeting 
with the congregation’s leaders attended 
by Dr. Pearce and Pastor Rakow. The 
repayment is to be over six years. 


STUDENT AID FUND CRITICAL 

It was announced that in order to meet 
the Lent Term commitments to the 
three ELCE students at Westfield 
House in January, the Student Aid Fund 
will have to borrow money from other 
funds. The aid fund, which provides 
grants to students for living expenses, is 
nearly depleted. The appeal for Deeds 
of Covenant for the fund has had a 
minimal response, it was reported. 


ANNUAL SALARY REVIEW 

In an earlier meeting the Council had its 
annual review of salaries for pastors of 
the Church. Working on the basis of 
government figures for the average gross 
weekly earnings of full time men, 21 years 
and over, the Council recommended to 
the congregations an average increase of 
7.8%. In considering these guidelines, 
the Council also decided to adjust the 
allowances to better reflect the current 
increases in rates and telephone costs. It 
was also proposed to increase the car 
allowance from £9 per week to £12. 


HOLY CROSS REPAYMENT 
SCHEDULE 

The Council was pleased to accept the 
repayment schedule submitted by Holy 
Cross congregation, Sheffield. The 
schedule marks the scheme whereby the 
congregation proposes to repay the loan 
on its new building (£107,652.00 includ- 
ing interest) over 20 years. 
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Participants in the International Lutheran Conference, 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 


Elected leaders of confessional Lutheran Churches from 22 countries met in 
St. Louis, Missouri, for the tenth consultation of the International Lutheran Confer- 
ence during,August. 


Perhaps as never before the participants discovered that the ILC is a forum to which 
Member Churches can “bring their theological and practical needs and challenges 
for mutual consideration” (/LC-Papua New Guinea-1978). More importantly under 
the evident blessing of the Holy Spirit, such discussions, no matter how sensitive, 
strengthened the treasured relationship between Member Churches who are united 
by an unconditional commitment to the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions. 
That the ILC is a family whose members are in a ‘close and open relationship, 
having a deep love and responsibility for and to each other” (/LC-PNG-’78) is a 
cause for deep gratitude. 


The Conference met under the theme “The Cross and the New Cults.” Presen- 
tations on old and new cults as found in East Asia, South Asia, Africa and Latin 
America were read and discussed. Unifying the theme and the discussions was the 
keynote theological paper entitled “The Theology of the Cross.” Bible studies each 
day led members into studies of various portions of Luther's Small Catechism. The 
sharing of difficulties in applying these great Scriptural truths to the various cultural 
and anthropological settings around the world was stimulating and enriching. 
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nthe face of the rising number of cults and their growth in membership the members 
agreed that the Gospel itself dare not be contextualised but must be preached more 
orcefully and clearly than ever before. At the same time, however, the unchanging 
-a0spel must be carefully and meaningfully applied to the cultural situation in each 
»lace. Aggressive evangelism must continue to be emphasised. There is also an 
‘urgent need for the leaders and pastors of Member Churches to counteract the 
influence of the cults by intensifying the close and personal relationship with their 
nembers and the people of their communities. 


Ine of the other subjects that was discussed with openness and frankness was 
nembership by ILC members in the Lutheran World Federation. The practical 
‘easons for and the theological concerns against membership in the LWF were faily 
‘resented and heard. Throughout these discussions a growing understanding of 
and respect for each member's position developed. 


ees Oe Dee 


Jf importance to the continued confessional unity of the members of the ILC was 
ihe assurance by those who are members of the LWF that such membership does 
+ not automatically constitute altar and pulpit fellowship with LWF member churches, 
and that they are notin fact in such fellowship with all LWF member churches. At the 
same time the strong conviction was expressed by those who hold membership in 
+ the LWF that there is need for a confessional Lutheran witness within the LWF. The 
need for continued ILC discussions on the meaning and consequences of LWF 
“)nembership was felt by all. 
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Recognising the constant need to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ” and thereby continue to edify each other, the members unanimously 
agreed to continue these ILC consultations and accepted the invitation to meet in 
/) Dbot Idim in Nigeria in 1984. 


Dr. E. Geo. Pearce of the United Kingdom and the Rev. Paul Kofi Fynn of Ghana 
‘were re-elected as Chairman and Secretary. Voted to the new ILC positions of Vice- 
Chairman and Assistant-Secretary were Propst Karl Wengenroth of West Germany 
and the Rev. Thomas Batong of the Philippines. 


KkKKK* 


LUTHERAN BIBLE TRANSLATORS AUSTRALIA 


At its Convention early in October. at St. Peters College, Brisbane, the Lutheran 
Church of Australia voted to form a Lutheran Bible Translators Australia. Present at 
the Convention to speak about the organisation's goals and world-wide outreach 
was The Rev. Roy Gesch, Executive Director of LBT. As part of his presentation, 
LBT’s most recent film depicting the completion of the Yessan-Mayo translation in 
Papua New Guinea ‘And It Was Good Soup” was shown to the 400 delegates and 
guests in attendance. 


Lutheran Bible Translators in the U.S. plan to send an experienced missionary to 
Australia to assist in the formative stages of LBT Australia. In addition to this, 
another worker from the U.S. who has completed the LBT training is to work in the 
aboriginal Western Aranda language near Alice Springs in the heart of Australia’s 
central outback. 
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CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 


11 Months from 1st February to 31st December 1981 


Target set by 


Congregation Loans’ Donations Total congregation 
Kentish Town £3,572 £276 £3,848 £3,500 
Tottenham 256 8 264 650 
Ruislip 1,289 170 1,459 3,500 
Sunderland 674 16 690 1,100 
Petts Wood 636 36 672 2,500 
Borehamwood 548 36 584 600 
Cardiff 1,318 28 1,346 850 
Cambridge 476 — 476 1,800 
Harlow 560 — 560 800 
Plymouth 4,105 127 4,232 2,500 
East Kilbride 64 — 64 1,000 
Coventry 89 3 92 500 
Liverpool 117 9 126 500 
Sheffield 582 4 586 2,000 
Sunbury 751 52 803 1,200 
Fareham 1,885 70 1,995 2,000 
Polish Lutherans 417 —_ 417 500 
Others — 59 59 200 
GRAND TOTAL £17,339 £894 £18,233 
—_§$9so—_ 


TWENTY YEARS AGO January-February-March 1962 


Third Budget Conference meeting at St. Pauls sets a £38,140 expenditure figure for 
1963... Mr. James Taylor, ELCE Treasurer, reports that the capital of the Church 
Extension Fund had grown from nothing in 1957 when CEF was started to £21,137 
at the end of 1961... an ELCE-wide Every Member Visit on behalf of the Church 
Extension Fund proposes in six weeks to cover every ELCE household. 


COO1e'o 
TEN YEARS AGO  January-February-March 1972 


“Shopping List” for the new Lutheran Church at Fareham brings immediate results 
from ELCE members, with subscriptions for the font, cross and candlesticks, 
amplifier and wall hymn chart plus 2 service manuals ... Westfield House senior 
student David Borgas spends Holy Week with congregation at St. Columba and 
preaches on Easter Sunday . . . Adult Bible Class at Redeemer studies Augsburg 
Confession. 
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MEMORIAL WREATHS 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. James Watkins, from St. David 
Lutheran Church, Cardiff, for the Church Extension Fund £10. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. William Cronshaw, from the 
Lutheran Fellowship, Blackburn, Lancashire — The Rev. Henry Walker, Mrs. J. 
Bolton and friends, for the Church Extension Fund £3. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Elsie Bailey, from Mr. and 
Mrs. D. French and The Rey. and Mrs. A. E. Rakow, for the Church Extension 
Fund £8. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Helen Harris (nee Liebsch) and 
Mr. Eric Liebsch, from Mrs. Daphne Langdon, for the Church Extension 
Fund £100. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. George Davis, from The Rey. 
and Mrs. A. E. Rakow and from Mr. Paul Rakow, for the Church Extension 
Fund £5. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. George Mull, from Mrs. Pauline 
Thoelke, Miss Marie Gutbrod, Mrs. Margaret Launer, Mr. and Mrs. Reiner 
Thoelke and family, and Miss M. and Miss C. Lawton, for the Church Extension 
Fund £30. 


To the glory of God and in ioving memory of Mr. Ernie Jackson, from Mr. and 
Mrs. A. F. Spiers, for the Church Extension Fund £7. 


A ‘‘Thank You”’ Gift: In gratitude to God for tree Sunday School materials 
received, from St. David Lutheran Church, Cardiff, for 
the Church Extension Fund £5. 


In Baptism it is not the garment of the righteousness of the Law or of 
~ our own works that is given; but Christ becomes our garment. But He 
is not the Law, not a lawgiver, not a work; He is the divine and 
_ inestimable gift that the Father has given to us to be our Justifier, 
_ Lifegiver and Redeemer. To put on Christ according to the Gospel, 
_ therefore, is to put on, not the Law or works but an inestimable gift, 
_ namely, the forgiveness of sins, righteousness, peace, comfort, joy in 
the Holy Spirit, salvation, life and Christ Himself. 


M. Luther 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING 
HOUSE LIMITED 


In the January meeting of the Board of 
Directors of CPH Ltd., The Rev. R. W. 
Whittall, manager, spoke of the twelve 
months he had been with Concordia. He 
felt that 1981 had seen the successful 
salvaging of the company by cutting 
expenditure to a minimum, by sorting out 
financial problems with CPH St. Louis and 
with Family Films, and by maintaining a 
reasonable and realistic sale of products. 
During the first half of the year a staff of 
two carried the load; from June onward 
three, with occasional part-time help. 


Arch Books 

It was reported that a dramatic change in 
Concordia’s activities in the future will be 
brought about by the end of Arch Book — 
distribution, for so many years one of the 
main items of sales, as CPH St. Louis has 
appointed another distributor for these 
and other children’s books in the United 
Kingdom. However, there will be an 
increased emphasis on programme covers 
(bulletins), many new titles to be received 
from CPH St. Louis. All of this will mean a 
complete re-evaluation of the company, 
especially as the Bogrd considers new 
premises which are needed by mid-1982, 
to relieve St. Pauls Lutheran Church in 
Borehamwood, whose members have 
kindly permitted the use of part of their 
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